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News
Sequel to finding nemo announced Bus sized monster once ruled the sea

News
It is hoped that the much anticipated sequel 
will have the same success as it was had 
before, winning various awards including 
Academy Award for Best Animated Film and 
at the National Board of Review Awards. 
Nominations included a Golden Globe Award 
for Best Musical or Comedy and two MTV 
Awards for Best Movie and Best Comedic 
Performance (Ellen DeGeneres). 

Seeing the success of the released of The 
Lion King in 3D, Pixar and Disney decided 
to re-release a 3D version of Finding 
Nemo in 2012 receiving generally positive 
reactions and holding a second place position 
behind Resident Evil: Retribution for the 
opening weekend box office with takings of 
$16.7million.

It has been announced that there is to be a 
sequel to the hugely popular Finding Nemo 
which is to be released in 2016.

Returning stars who will be reprising their 
roles in the film is the sequel is American 
comedian Ellen Degeneres who does the 
voice of the now main character Dory, Albert 
Brooks who voices Nemo’s father, and Willem 
Defoe (Gill, a Moorish Idol). 

Then there are the newcomers, Diane Keaton 
(Dory’s mother), Eugene Levy (Dory’s father), 
Ty Burrell (Bailey, a Beluga Whale), and 
Kaitlin Olson (Dory’s adopted sister, a Killer 
Whale).

To be directed by Andrew Stanton, the basic 
plot of Finding Dory so far is about ‘Dory 
exploring the idea of being reunited with 
her family. The setting is one year after 
Finding Nemo and will be set off the coast of 
California.’

Meet another member of the dinosaur era, 
or “Lizard-eating sovereign of the sea” as 
that translates from Latin.

It’s fossil was discovered in America 
over 10 years ago, but in 2010 scientists 
decided to dig up the rest of the fossil, 
and scientists were shocked as to how 
well preserved the monster was kept as 
it’s skull, fins and spine were found in very 
good condition. 

The fossil shows that this creature was the 
size of a bus, and even preyed on other 
creatures its own size with its teeth that 
were also found during the dig. The teeth 
are said to be so large and sharp, that it 
would have been easy for it to carve up 
other massive reptiles of the sea!

This Sovereign of the Sea lived 8 million years 
after the big extinction which killed nearly ever 
creature around! This means this monster was 
tough, and the species returned pretty quickly 
and had lots to eat as it was probably the 
highest creature on the food chain.

We still have sea monsters in our oceans today. 
Although this monster has been extinct for 16 
million years we have orcas and great white 
sharks would be the same size and take on 
creatures their own size too. They are the giants 
of our oceans, and could possibly be related to 
the giant Thalattoarchon Saurophagis!

Bonus News!
A rescue attempt to free a scientific exploration ship 
trapped in the Antarctic has ended in failure.

The Sholkaskiy (SHOAL-KA-SKI) was left trapped off of 
the east coast of the Antarctic when the ship became 
trapped by heavy sheets of floating ice driven by the high 
winds, caused by the harsh climates.

The exploration ship, trapped since Christmas Day, has 
74 people on board and is being used for the purpose of 
an Antarctic Expedition.



Reviews

Our favourite scientist is back! Flint Lockwood, 
makes food fall from the sky once again in this 
sequel to the 2009 feast of fun. The fruits 
might not be so ripe this time round, but you 
are sure to be fed some fun when Flint is made 
to leave his home town (oh no!) and get a 
job at The Live Corp Company, who are the 
ones cleaning up the mess Flint made in the 
first place. But when Flint discovers that his 
machine still operates and now creates crazy 
‘foodimals’ like living pickles, hungry tacodiles, 
shrimpanzees and apple pie-thons, he and his 
friends must return to save the world.

The film is fun for all the family with amusing 
animation that will leave you hungry for more. 
It’s the underdog hero story, sugar coated in a 
sweet and scrumptious exterior that’s rife with 
fun and a style of humour that’s so universal it 
makes everyone in the room laugh with glee at 
the endlessly imaginative visuals.

It’s a bright and pleasant film with voice overs 
that add a surprising amount of depth to the 
roles. Bill Hader as Flint is a shining beacon 
of brilliance that keeps all of us in awe of the 
colourful spectacle on screen.

But a word of warning, this is no Pixar film. 
It’s good fun and kids will enjoy it throughout, 
but if you’re looking for the next ‘Toy Story 2’, 
you won’t find it here. Instead of toys coming 
to life, it’s food that won’t surprise you with 
amazement, but will keep a grin on your face 
throughout.

So head to your nearest cinema today to see 
Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 2 to have a 
meal of moments that will keep you entertained 
right through to the last, tasty minute.

Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 2
Ahoy me hearties! Fancy taking an adventure 
across the mystical seven seas, of the globe? 
Join Pirate Captain on his adventure to 
becoming the world’s greatest pirate, when he 
does all he can to win the ‘pirate of the year’ 
award.

When the other pirates, Black Bellamy, 
Cutlass Liz and Peg Leg Hastings hear that 
Pirate Captain is running for the ‘pirate of the 
year’ award, they have nothing more to do 
than to laugh in his face. Years of humiliation 
and embarrassment of potentially being the 
world’s worst pirate, Pirate Captain sees his 
chances of winning the award he frantically 
wants, fading away. Pirate Captain embarks 
on his own personal adventure to prove to the 
other pirates he isn’t the loser they think he is!

Set in 1873, when Britain’s Navy ruled most 
of the world and sea. Queen Victoria, queen 
of England, is not letting anything in her way. 
Especially not any pirates, which she hates! 
On Pirate Captains journey to steal all the 
treasure he can, he soon meets scientist 
Charles Darwin when trying to sink his ship. 
Darwin then tells Captain that his rather 
large, fat parrot Polly is actually a rare and 
distinct bird known as a Dodo – the answer to 
gaining all the treasure imaginable.

Persuaded by Darwin, Pirate Captain agrees 
to sail in a small voyage from the relaxed 
shores of Blood Island to the foggy streets of 
London; risking his life with Queen Victoria. 
Upon arrival in London, the pirates hide their 
identities to avoid the punishments Queen 
Victoria has set on any pirates. However, 
Darwin and his accomplice known as ‘man-
panzee’ (a chimp that acts like a human), are 
jealous of Polly, and try to steal her for their 
own glory, and win an award of their own; the 
science award.

This film is a brief portrayal of British history, 
and shows it in a comedic way that will make 
you laugh for ages! The various characters, 
jokes and stupidity of the pirates will keep 
you entertained throughout the entire film. 
This must-watch film is available on DVD. You 
have to find out whether Pirate Captain wins 
the ‘pirate of the year award’, what happens 
to Polly, and does Pirate Captain show the 
other pirates that he’s not the loser they 
think he is. Who knows what will happen?

The Pirates! Band of Misfits

Reviews



Mermaids and 
other movie 
mysteries

Have you ever wondered why you have never seen a mermaid or what it would be like to be 
a swashbuckling pirate like Captain Jack Sparrow? 

Well our mighty crew are aboard at ye service to answer yer questions about the mysteries 
beneath the seven seas.



In Pirates of The Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest, 
the Kraken makes a monstrous appearance 
under the control of Davy Jones. The “beastie” 
is summoned by the men of the Flying Dutchman 
to destroy whatever is in its path!

The film doesn’t actually say much about the 
origins of the Kraken. It’s a sea monster that 
according to legend, used to live in the ocean 
depths off of Norway and Greenland. A 14th 
century book spoke about two humongous 
sea monsters called “hafgufa”, which people 
believed to be the Kraken.

The creatures were later described in detail. 
Everything from their appearance to feeding 
habits was documented. It was believed that 
there must only be two in existence, they could 
not reproduce and no others had been sighted.
These days, most people think that the Kraken 
were in fact giant octopuses or squids. This is 

because a lot of peoples descriptions described 
it with tentacles like an octopus. But the early 
descriptions of the “hafgufa” described it as a 
huge crab like being. It also had the traits of 
whales and undersea volcanic activity according 
to legend.

So while the story of the Kraken is still legend 
and mystery, we can sleep happily knowing it 
hasn’t been sighted in a century.

Was there ever a Captain 
Davy Jones?

Are mermaids real? And 
why have I never seen one?

What is the Kraken in 
Pirates of the Caribbean? 

Mermaids are often found in stories about 
floods, shipwrecks and storms. They often 
have been said to fall in love with humans, 
which could be where the character of Eric in 
The Little Mermaid came from.

Although they are the 
characters in lots of stories, 
last year the American National 
Ocean Service said that in fact 
no proof of Mermaids had ever 
been found. But we will leave 
that decision up to you.

Everyone who has ever seen Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid knows that Ariel is half girl, half fish 
before being turned into a princess. But did you 
also know that the story The Little Mermaid 
was written by Hans Christian Anderson, who 
also wrote The Princess and the pea, nearly 200 
years ago! 
  
Tales of Mermaids have been commonly told 
across the globe in Europe, Africa and Asia. 
Many sailors told stories of seeing Mermaids 
while on their voyages, although some people 
believe that these could have been other sea 
creatures such as manatees instead. 

Things to do:
Write your own Mermaid 
story

Draw a Kraken

Dress up as a pirate

Davy Jones is the fearsome Captain 
of the Flying Dutchman, made to 
transform into a Sea Monster and sail 
the seven seas with his crew, made 
up of the damned souls of those 
who died at sea.

In the Pirates of The Caribbean, 
Davy Jones was made to carry the 
souls of the dead by his one love, 
Calypso. After ten years, Davy 
Jones was meant to be reunited 
with her, but she didn’t show. 
This made Davy Jones very 
mad, breaking the deal, he 
even cut out his heart! 

But! Davy Jones was originally known 
as the sailors Devil, a myth that called 
the bottom of the sea, Davy Jones 

Locker. Davy Jones’ Locker was 
where those who died at sea would 

spend eternity! 

No one actually knows where this 
legend started. Some people think 
that Davy Jones is actually the 
ghost of Jonah, the famous biblical 
character who was eaten by a 
whale. Others think it’s just sailor 
stories, one of which involved a 
pub owner who kidnapped sailors 
after getting too drunk!



TITANIC
AND THE HIDDEN DEPTHS OF THE SEA

Over 100 years ago on 10th April 1912, 
Titanic, the largest ship at the time, set 
sail from Southampton to New York. 

The ship was 269 meters long, 28 meters 
wide and weighed a staggering 46,000 
tonnes. She was known as the ‘unsinkable 
ship’. However, in the early hours of April 
15, sailing on her maiden voyage, she 
struck an iceberg and sunk 2.5 miles 
beneath the frozen waters of the 
North Atlantic Ocean. This marine 
disaster took more than 1,500 lives 
and is perhaps the most famous in 
modern history.



WHO’S WHO?

At 11:40pm, April 14th, Titanic’s lookout 
Frederick Fleet spotted the iceberg directly 
ahead of the ship from the crow’s nest, 90 
feet above the ocean. “ICE RIGHT AHEAD 
SIR!” he shouted, ringing the large brass 
bell as a warning for collision. First officer, 
William Murdoch then ordered the ship to be 
steered away, but it was too late. The ship 
was travelling too fast to completely miss 
the iceberg. It struck the starboard side of 
ship, causing water to fill up five of Titanic’s 
watertight compartments. In just two hours 
and forty minutes, the ship would be at the 
bottom of the ocean.
 Titanic’s captain Edward John Smith, ordered 
passengers to put on their life jackets, and for 
women and children to aboard the lifeboats. 
Titanic had 20 lifeboats aboard the ship, 
which could only hold 1,178 of Titanics’ 2,224 
passengers and crewmembers. As the ship 
went down bow first, the crew tried extremely 
hard to get all the help they could. Jack 
Phillips, wireless officer aboard the Titanic 
sent wireless messages to nearby ships, 
which were picked up by the RMS Carpathia. 
Besides the wireless messages, Titanic sent 
out distress flares in an attempt to call for 

help from nearby ships - SS Californian saw 
these, but didn’t react. The RMS Carpathia 
was the first ship on the scene, which took 
4 hours for them to reach. By the time they 
arrived, the Titanic had already plunged to 
the bottom of the ocean, but took on board 
705 of Titanic’s lifeboat survivors.
Had the SS Californian, only a few miles away 
from the Titanic, reacted to the distress 
signals sent, most of the lives on board could 
have survived. The SS Californian claimed 
they didn’t pick up the flares as distress 
signals as they were white and not red - the 
colour to show distress.

TITANIC

An Australian billionaire, 
Clive Palmer, is now looking 
to build an exact replica of 
Titanic, and have it set sail 
from Southampton to New 
York taking the exact route 
of the Titanic. However, 
there will be more lifeboats 
this time. The ship, known 
as Titanic II, is planned to 
leave in 2016 and will not 
include computers, Internet 
or modern technology, as 
they didn’t have it on the 
original ship 101 years ago. 
The build of this replica 
is believed to cost £400 
million. Passengers will 
have old-fashioned clothes 
in their cabin wardrobe 
so they can enjoy the ‘real 
1912 experience’.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

It is tradition for a 
Captain to go down with 
his ship. The captain is 

ultimately responsible for 
everyone’s life on board, 

and so if he sinks the 
ship, he dies with it. This 
was the case for Captain 

Edward John Smith on 
board the Titanic.

THE ARTEFACTS

Captain Edward
 John Smith

Orcesta Violinist
Wallace Hartley

II

As the ship went down, and passengers and crewmembers 
were panicking, the ship’s orchestra played through the 
commotion to calm the atmosphere. The band’s leader and 
violinist, Wallace Hartley’s violin was recently auctioned off 
for a record £900,000 as it is believed to be the “rarest and 
most iconic piece of titanic memorabilia”. 

To this day, it is a mystery, what lies beneath the oceans’ 
waves. The ocean covers 70% of the earths surface, to which 
95% of it is undiscovered and never been seen by human eyes. 
Who knows what creatures, plants and artifacts are spread 
along the oceans floor? In the North Atlantic, 2.5 miles down 
lies the wreckage of the Titanic. Some artifacts have been 
discovered; personal items, letters, books, jewelry, plates, 
cutlery, Wallace Hartley’s violin and the brass bell that sounded 
the alarm. All of these were brought up from the bottom of the 
sea, however, not everything has been uncovered.

First Officer
William Murdoch 

Wireless Officer
Jack Phillips

Did you know?

The Titanic seemed 
to have everything on 
board, including its own 
newspaper. The Atlantic 
Daily Bulletin was printed 
every day on board the 
Titanic. The newspaper 
included news and the day’s 
menu.



The Real Blackbeard the Pirate

Any of you pirates in training should have 
heard about Blackbeard the pirate. He is one 
of history’s most feared pirates. But did you 

know his real name was Edward Teach?



Arghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!
Edward Teach was believed to have been 
born  in 1680. He was likely born in Bristol, 
England and grew up there before becoming 
a sailor during Queen Anne’s War. After 
this he is thought to have settled on the 
Bahamian island of New Providence which 
was a base for the legendary Captain 
Benjamin Hornigold. Edward Teach joined 
this captain’s crew in 1716.

It was under the watchful eye of Captain 
Benjamin Hornigold that Edward Teach 
learnt everything he knew about being a 
pirate. It was a pirate’s life for him! But 
he wasn’t known as Blackbeard just yet, 
he was just one more pirate out of many. 
After Captain Bejamin Hornigold saw pirate 
potential in Edward Teach, he promoted him 
to the command of a ship they had pirated.

But! It would seem that Blackbeard 
got bored with being a pirate and later 
accepted a pardon from the Govenor of 
North Carolina. But it wasn’t long before 
Blackbeard was bored of NOT being a pirate 
and was up to his piratey mischief once 
more.

However Blackbeard wasn’t one to run from 
a fight. On November 22, 1718, Blackbeard 
was cornered by two Royal Navy seamen 
that had been sent to hunt him down. The 
pirate had relatively few men, as most of 
his men were on shore at the time, but he 
decided to fight. He almost got away, but in 
the end was brought down in hand-to-hand 
fighting on the deck of his ship. 

When Blackbeard was finally killed, they 
found five bullet wounds and twenty sword 
cuts on his body. His head was cut off and 
presented as proof to collect a bounty: his 
body was thrown into the water, and legend 
has it that it swam around the ship three 
times before sinking.

Where did he sail?

During Edward Teach’s time as Blackbeard he 
mostly pirated the West Indies and Eastern coasts 
of the American colonies. These areas are now 
known as Cuba, Barbados, Bahamas and the state 

of Florida in America.

Who was Captain Benjamin Hornigold?

Benjamin Hornigold was a pirate for three long 
years, 1715 until 1718. After his time as a pirate he 
became a pirate hunter. He chased down his former 
allies for the Governor of the Bahamas. He died in 

1719 during a hurricane.

Soon after their travels together, Edward 
Teach set out alone and later became 
known as Blackbeard. No one actually 
knows where he got his name, but he did 
have a long and thick black beard!

There are many stories about the travels of 
Blackbeard. None more fearsome than the 
tales of him looking like the Devil during 
battle. Blackbeard (Edward Teach) would 
dress in all black, strap pistols to his chest 
and where a huge black pirates hat. 

He would then put lit fuses in his long black 
beard which would create a circle of smoke 
around him, hiding him from his enemies. 
He would look like a Devil who had stepped 
right out of hell! He was so feared that his 
victims would rather surrender than fight 
him.

It is also said that Blackbeard had the 
most feared vessel of the seven seas which 
he personally created. In November of 
1717, Blackbeard captured La Concorde, 
a large French slaving vessel. He renamed 
the Queen Anne’s Revenge and kept it for 
himself, changing it for piracy. He put 40 
cannons on it, making it one of the most 
formidable pirate ships ever. With it, he 
terrorized the Atlantic and Caribbean for 
almost a year before the Queen Anne’s 
Revenge was sunk!

Room for one 
more?



Can you find 
Wally?

Purchase Where’s Wally at amazon.co.uk





During the Bronze Age (3200-600 BC), 
trading along the river began to emerge and 
still carries on until this day. The main area 
of trading was the Thames Valley, in which 
men on boats came to trade food such as 
Fish. The Romans (27 BC–476 AD) continued 
trading like this, and gave what is now known 
as London the name as the main international 
port for all trading. It was the Romans who 
built the first London Bridge to allow easier 
trading to take place along the river. 

The next important period, was the Middle 
Ages. This was when the Magna Carta 
(meaning ‘Great Charter’) was signed by King 
John in 1215. This meant that the King had to 
follow the laws of the land, and it guaranteed 
the rights of individuals against wishes made 
by the King.  With this law in place, trading 
was allowed to continue down the river.

Then about 400 years after in the Stuart 
period (1603-1714), more settlements were 
appearing, a large part of this for ship-
building due to an increase in world trade. 
At this time, there were wars going on with 
France and Spain so work for the settlers was 
always available. Sir Francis Drake and Sir 
Walter Raleigh (two well-known historical 
figure) were knighted by Queen Elizabeth I 
for their voyages around the world at this 
time too.

Another important event involving the River 
Thames was  during the 19th century.  A 
killer infection called Cholera was making 
Londoners sick, and manyeven died. Cholera 
is caused by the contamination of water and 
then people drinking it. This disaster was 
the result of the Victorian plan of having 
the contents in sewers (human waste etc) 
flow straight into the river – polluting it. 
A bad smell then started to come about in 
the Summer, it was so horrible that people 
could not bear to live near it, now named the 
Great Stink. Members of Parliament knew 
they had to do something about it when the 
smell overpowered those working within the 
Houses of Parliament. A new design plan for 
the making of a better larger sewer in order to 
collect the sewage and have it travel further 
down the river to a large sewage plant was 
developed to end the disaster.

Let's go back to the start...

London Bridge is falling down
“London Bridge is falling down,

Falling down, falling down. 
London Bridge is falling down,

My fair lady.

Bricks and mortar will not stay,
Will not stay, will not stay,

Bricks and mortar will not stay,
My fair lady.” 

As the River Thames slowly became more 
important, this eventually led to more bridges 
being built. This rhyme is about the failed 
attempts to rebuild the London Bridge which 
had collapsed into the river several times in the 
middle ages. Along the bridges structure were 
shops which meant that there was an eventual 
strain, leading to the breakdown of it.

Did you know?
There are an amazing 34 bridges that 

cross the River Thames! 
 

Throughout time the river has changed in 
size ,and has been at the centre of many 
historical events. The start of trading of 
goods, the river freezing  during bad winters, 
and being involved in the spread of cholera 
(a dangerous infection) during the Victorian 
period and a handful of examples

The total length of the river today is 346 km, 
but it was not always like this. During the 
Ice Age the width of the river was actually 
10 times its present size – and a fast flowing 
one with its speed helped along by melting 
ice sheets. Gradually the flow slowed down to 
the speed it is at today. 

Research and underwater exploration has 
found evidence of an ancient forest, with 
pieces of petrified (fossilised) wood proving 
so. It also shows the change in temperature 
,with the ice sheets melting and resulting in 
a rise of water levels.



SEARCH FOR 
PIRATES!



T
heir ships came clashing against the 
stormy waves of our beaches long ago. 
They battled in the dead of night through 
towns and villages searching for precious 

treasures and gold. Pirate clues are still near us 
today. If you go to the sea and see a cave, imagine 
a gold toothed pirate storing some of his treasure 
in there whilst he waits for his sea mates to bring 
the boat. Imagine going under the sea and seeing 
all the long lost shipwrecks that had lost their 
battle to the storms, now home to every fish you 
can think of.

In Cornwall there are lots of places where pirate 
evidence has been found. In a town called Hayle, 
there is a hidden tunnel that goes towards the 
sea.  It still has the old broken hinges from a gate 
that was once there, but to walk inside it, you 
will have to be careful not to bang your head, as 
people back in those days were a lot smaller than 
we are now! In another town called Porthcowan, 
there is a cave that pirates are said to have used! 
There are marks in the entrance of the cave, where 
pirates may have put long pieces of wood against 
the sides that they could cover the entrance in 
mud to hide theier loot from other pirates. A real 
pirate tunnel in Devon, England! Spooky.

Sir Henry Morgan was a British pirate. His family 
was poor, but he wanted to make his own money, 
so he became a sailor! But Sir Henry started to 
make trouble, and he sailed to America where 
he attacked many Spanish ships and where he 
captured a very important port called Panama. 
He stole forts, castles and land! What will stop 
Sir Henry? Everyone in Panama asked. England 
sent Sir Morgan a letter telling him to stop making 
trouble, so Sir Morgan sailed back to Jamaica 
where he was living and tried to stop being a 
bad pirate! But a few years later there was a 
war between Spain and Jamaica, and Sir Henry 
decided to be a pirate again and he attacked many 
Spanish ships! He snuck up on Panama port again 
and captured it. He only won though because he 
was sneaky and surprised them.

Now you know all about pirates and what they got 
up to at sea, you are now ready to go and search 
for your pirate evidence! Your parents can help 
you search, but be careful, you never know if 
there is one angry pirate left looking for his booty!



Crossword Maze

Algae
Bass
Crab
Cuttlefish
Electric Eel
Flounder
Herring
Jellyfish
Limpet
Lobster

Ocean
Reef
Seahorse
Seal
Sealion
Shrimp
Sponge
Squid
Tuna
Turtle




